
FAQ and sensitive issues

Does Girl Scouting support families of faith?

Yes. Girl Scouting supports girls from all backgrounds and beliefs. While we are a secular organization that refrains from teaching 
religious or spiritual beliefs or practices, we believe that the motivating force in Girl Scouting is a spiritual one, and we greatly value our 
longstanding partnerships with religious organizations across many faiths that share the values of the Girl Scout Promise and Law. We 
encourage Girl Scouts to develop connections to their own spiritual and religious beliefs by earning recognitions provided by their faith 
communities and by earning the My Promise, My Faith pin, which helps a girl deepen the connection between the Girl Scout Law and 
her faith. We support the right of faith leaders to verify that program delivered to girls in their places of worship is consistent with their 
faith's teachings.

Does GSUSA have a relationship with Planned Parenthood?

No, Girl Scouts of the USA does not have a relationship or partnership with Planned Parenthood. 

Does GSUSA distribute a Planned Parenthood brochure at a United Nations event?

No, we did not. In 2010, GSUSA took part in the 54th Commission on the Status of Women at the United Nations. Our participation in 
that conference was the subject of numerous Internet stories and blogs that were factually inaccurate and troubling. Girl Scouts had no 
knowledge of the brochure in question and played no role in distributing it. 

Why is palm oil used in Girl Scout Cookies?

Palm oil is an ingredient found in most baked snacks sold in the United States and is the most widely used vegetable oil globally. Per 
GSUSA's licensed bakers, it is necessary to use palm oil in our cookies because of its unique ability to provide volume and texture in 
baked goods, usually without adding trans fats. Additionally, growing palm oil requires less land than other vegetable oils and supports 
the livelihoods of more than 4 million farmers globally. Although we continue to explore alternatives, currently, there are no viable or 
readily available alternatives for use in the production of Girl Scout Cookies. At Girl Scouts, we have an opportunity to use our strong 
voice to bring about positive change on this important issue, and our bakers have made the following commitments: 
• GSUSA and our licensed bakers are members of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), a non-profit organization of growers, 
buyers, manufacturers, conservationists, and other interested parties striving to develop and follow best practices to ensure an ethical 
supply chain. 
• Our licensed bakers are committed to Sustainable Palm Oil in Girl Scout Cookies. Girl Scout Cookies baked by both ABC Bakers and 
Little Brownie Bakers use Mass Balance RSPO certified palm oil and include the RSPO Mass Balance logo on their packaging (i.e., RSPO 
“Mixed” certification label) 

Why don't you offer cookies that are whole wheat, wheat-free, sugar-free, casein-free, organic, low-carb, 
low-calorie, low-fat, non-fat, fat-free, and the like? 

Girl Scout Cookies are produced once a year, making the production of specialty cookies difficult. In addition, the demand has not been 
great enough to make it economically feasible. We trust our licensed bakers, who are industry leaders, to produce the best-tasting and 
highest-quality cookies while simultaneously addressing industry trends; scientific trends; and, of course, consumer needs including 
dietary restrictions and preferences. Don’t forget to check the labels, you may find a variety that fits your dietary restrictions or goals. 

Does any part of Girl Scout Cookie Program revenue support organizations other than the local Girl Scout 
council? 

No. After paying the bakers, the net proceeds from Girl Scout Cookie sales are retained by the originating council and troop to power 
amazing experiences for Girl Scouts and impactful girl-led community projects. Girl Scout troops set goals for how to spend their 
proceeds on program-related activities, such as paying their own way towards a trip or outdoor adventure. Girl Scout troops may also 
choose to use proceeds to purchase materials for a project to benefit the community.  

Why is the Raspberry Rally not back this season?

In an attempt to create a more streamlined and sustainable inventory we have “rested” this flavor this season while we look to 
stabilizing all inventories due to ongoing commodities shortages.  


